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THE SPICE FINCH
By J . L. L O N G , M . D . A . , Research T e c h n i c i a n , A g r i c u l t u r e Protection

Board

T H E Spice Finch (Lonchura punctulata) is also known as N u t m e g Finch or M a n n i k i n ,
Spice b i r d , Spotted M u n i a , Common M u n i a , Ricebird and Scaly-breasted M u n i a .

It is an east and south east Asian
species inhabiting Malaya, Singapore,
Penang, India, Ceylon, Burma, Indo-China,
Yunnan, Formosa and the Philippines.
Outside these areas introductions have
occurred on all the main islands of the

Hawaiian
group, Palau
Archipelago,
Mauritius, Reunion, Seychelles and in
eastern Australia.
The Spice finch was apparently first
noted established in Brisbane, Queensland
in 1937, but did not gain much attention
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or publicity until the 1950's. In 1950 it
was established at Townsville, in 1955-56
at Innisfail and Esk, in 1959 at Mackay
and in 1961 at Cooktown, Airlie and
Noosaville. It is not known whether the
different populations at these various
centres are linked, but it seems certain
that they have been established for some
time.
Description

seeds, will eat all sorts of human waste
such as breadcrumbs and potatoes. A
clutch of from four to eight eggs is laid
and two or three broods may be reared in
succession. It is also possible that they
breed nearly all the year round.
Crop damage

In the Philippines this species and
others are a nuisance to the country's rice
growers. They relish the milky stage of
the crop and sometimes denude entire
stalks of heads. Although there is no
record of the extent of the damage on
the island of Luzon, it is said to be serious.
In Thailand they invade ripening grain
fields in hundreds and, in India, commonly
feed on ripening paddy in flocks of hundreds. Although doing a certain amount
of damage in both India and Thailand,
it is said that a large proportion of the
diet is grass seeds and much of the grain
eaten is consumed from the ground after
harvest. The introduction of the Spice
Finch to the Hawaiian Islands provides an
interesting example of a pest species which
has become harmless due to a change in
agricultural pursuits. After introduction,
the species became numerous and was a
serious pest in rice fields, but now, little
rice is grown in the Hawaiian Islands and
the species has become a wayside bird of
little economic consequence.

Four and a half inches in length, the
Spice finch has a chocolate-brown coloured
head and throat, the wings are chestnut
brown but varying to greyish brown. The
rump is greyish brown and the tail
feathers are greyish-yellow, undertail
coverts are white. The undersurface is
white but is speckled with black or very
dark brown, giving a scaly appearance.
Bill and legs are grey. Both sexes are
alike and may be found much paler in
colour when not breeding.
This bird is now one of the commonest
species in northern Queensland towns. It
has spread into the sugar cane fields and
cultivated areas where it has become a
serious competitor of the Chestnutbreasted Finch. In other areas it is displacing other species of native finch, such
as the Red-browed, Double-bar and Zebra
finches.
Because of its vitality, feeding
methods and breeding, the Spice Finch
soon displaces the native species and plays
The dangers associated with such a
a role similar to that of the House Sparrow species being introduced to Western Ausin the larger cities of eastern Australia.
tralia are great particularly if rice is
An extremely social species, the Spice cultivated in the northern regions of the
Finch occurs in flocks of several dozens or State. The Spice Finch has shown in the
even hundreds of birds all the year round. eastern States that it is more adaptable
It is more tolerant of human surroundings and will displace the native species. The
than other native species and, like the introduction of such a species here must
Goldfinch in Western Australia, is seldom be constantly guarded against, especially
seen in the bush away from habitation. as the introduction to the eastern States
They are capable of exploiting every avail- probably resulted from escapees from
able food source and, apart from grass aviaries.
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Keep your
financial affairs in
a sound State

Bank with the

the Bank that lives here
THE RURAL & INDUSTRIES BANK OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA
tff

RPP31a

DOOR TO DOOR" DELIVERY

by TERMINAL FEEDER SERVICE

[

MAY WE HELP YOU?

A convenient "door t o door" delivery of livestock is provided by t h e
railways in association with local contract carriers operating to a n d from
many country centres throughout t h e State.
This co-ordinated rail a n d road service enables integrated movements
of livestock from f a r m to sale, sale t o f a r m or from f a r m to f a r m .
T h e benefit o f these " f e e d e r " services m a y be obtained where not less
t h a n one small v a n is hauled a m i n i m u m distance of 1 0 0 miles by rail.
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Is Southern
Cross rain better
than ordinary rain.
Grandpa?))

From a small boy, a good question.
His Grandpa will explain to him why
" r a i n " from the Southern Cross
Irrigation System is better than
ordinary rain. And the tradition of
Southern Cross for water when and
where you want it will be handed on
to yet another generation. Southern
Cross Irrigation is better and more
reliable than rain. You are in control
of the application of water to your
crop. But the most important factor
is this: Southern Cross will study the
layout and the needs of your property,
then recommend and install the
system of irrigation that will result in
most profit for you. Southern Cross
consistently introduce the newest in
irrigation—in engines, pumps, the
whole irrigation system. And when you
buy, the Southern Cross credit
facilities are at your service. Or open
a monthly account. Benefit from
specialised Southern Cross sales and
service now. For complete, correct
advice on all water supply problems,
contact the Southern Cross
representative in your area.

WEST AUSTRALIA:
MAYLANDS:
2 8 0 - 2 9 3 Whatley Crescent.
Ph. 7 1 6 1 4 1 .
FIELD REPRESENTATIVES:
BUNBURY:
M r . A. Trainer, Box 2 9 6 .
Ph. 2 2 0 7 .
GERALDTON:
Mr. G. Sweistone, Box 9 0 3 .
Ph. 21 2 S 9 7 .
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Olympic-tough tyres
really pay off
for the man on the land!

Olympic-tough
tractor tyres provide
full draw-bar power!
Olympic design and toughness give you
tractor tyres with more positive bite —
for full draw-bar power. Traction like
this means getting the job done faster
with better fuel economy. Add to this
the Olympic-toughness of these tyres
and you gat durability, plus re-luggability.
Got a slaking problem?
Ask about Olympic Wire-Armoured
tractor tyres.

Olympic-tough
truck tyres last longer —
will take recap
after recap!
Olympic-tough truck tyres are built
durable to stand up to the toughest
conditions, with built-in casing strength
for extra recaps, extra life, extra
economy. There's a big range of
Olympic-tough truck tyres, including
specific sizes, tread patterns and
construction to meet your exact
requirements.
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Olympic build 700 different types of
Olympic-tough tyres to give you, the man
on the land, maximum service, wear and
safety for every use on and off the highway.

Tested toughness
is Olympic-tough!
At Olympic we make 2,000 quality
control tests. These tests prove over
and over again that Olympic-tough
is tested toughness. 2,000 excellent
reasons for you to make Olympictough tyres your only choice.

Olympic-tough batteries
for extra-long life!
Olympic cobalt-protected batteries
for longer life. Thousands more starts.

Olympic-tough
passenger tyres, light
truck and utility tyres
are built for durability,
versatility and safety!

GET ON TO OLYMPIC WHERE YOU SEE THIS SIGN

A complete range with up to 10 different
kinds of tyres for most cars and 200
options in matters of cord, ply-ratings,
tubed or tubeless, and sizes. Olympic-tough
to stand up to every demand made on
passenger, light truck and utility tyres.

You're better off with Olympic on!
MADE TOUGH FOR AUSTRALIA

Please mention the "Journal of Agriculture of W.A.,

when writing to advertisers
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How's p r crop right now?
Next season it can be twice as pood!

CSBP

AGRAN
The CSBP Advisory Service supplies these figures to show how
AGRAN drilled with seed replaces separate applications of Super
and Urea.

AGRAN 24-24 S U P E R + U R E A

A G R A N 28-14 SUPER+UREA

1
1.
H
H
2

1 cwt (1121b.)
U cwt (140 lb.)
li cwt. (168 lb.)
1J cwt. (196 lb.)
2 cwt. (224 lb.)

cwt. (112 lb.) =
cwt. (1401b.) =
cwt. (168 lb.) =
cwt. (196 lb.) =
cwt. (224 lb.) =

122 lb. +
1521b. +
183 lb. +
213 lb. +
244 lb. +

581b.
731b.
881b.
102 lb.
117 lb.

=
=
=
=

71 lb. +
891b. +
107 lb. +
125 1b. +
143 lb. +

68 lb.
851b.
102 lb.
1191b.
136 lb.

Comparison of costs and earnings per acre show that AGRAN
can give $2.00 per acre or more extra net profit over Super
and Urea.
MVILOV1D

ANO M A P I ' O B W C S T f W AUSTRALIA «V

CSBP & Farmers

Ltd.
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